THE LITTLE SEARCHER FOR TRUTH

for Honolulu, I do not remember ever hearing of
Peking as the center of imperial authority. All
the authority of the village of Choy Hung only
1 went as far as Heang Shang, which was the dis-
trict city for our hamlet. Around it the mild, un-
changing life of the villagers moved in a political
and social regularity as of satellites forever fixed
in their orbits. Peking meant nothing to us, for
Choy Hung and the other villages about it con-
sidered Heang Shang as the final authority in all
matters of law and order."

"Did not the villagers of Choy Hung care any-
thing about the higher authority that gave Heang
Shang its right to rule through its mandarins?"

"The villagers of Choy Hung were so disgusted
with its authority that they had just as little to
do as possible with the officials of Heang Shang,
and of course they dared not go any farther than
Heang Shang in anything that concerned author-
ity. The village elders required that all the vil-
lagers be prompt in their obligations toward
Heang Shang, since they looked upon the accom-
plishment of this duty much as they would the
bribing of the river pirates. They paid to be left
alone."

I gather from what Dr. Sun told me of that
early period that his father would gladly have in-
terested himself in the authority that governed
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